COLEFORD TOWN COUNCIL

At the monthly meeting of the Coleford Town Council held at the Town House, Lords Hill Walk, Coleford on Tuesday 27th January 2004 there were present: -


Councillors
A M Lacey (Mayor)



            Mrs J A Marrott (Deputy Mayor)




D J Atherley




Mrs J Baynham




C T Elsmore




C P Kay




C Lusty




Mrs S Merrikin




N W Penny




J A Shaw

APOLOGIES were received from Councillor R D Phelps, County Councillor P Chamberlain, Councillor A Bensted and Councillor M Meredith-Edwards.

6.30pm Mrs Marilyn Cox updated members on the work of the MCTi Partnership.

The Plan (Time for Coleford) has now been finalised and is with the South West Regional Development Agency who are expected to give feedback in the near future.  If the plan is accepted in principle the partnership will have the basis for its implementation.   A glossy, smaller equivalent of the plan will be produced for distribution to all residents in the area. 

Community Enterprise Centre

The present Community Centre is inadequate.  West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust, Gloucestershire County Council, Forest of Dean District Council, Citizens Advice Centre and SWRDA are in favour of a new Community Enterprise Centre and wish to bring additional services into Coleford.  Social Services are also looking to become a user. All these agencies have agreed that they will use the new building and some will put money into the new centre.   The Partnership is looking at using mediation for funding to get the project off the ground. Once SWRDA has accepted the Plan then more specific findings will be required and matched funding sought.

To allow specific studies to go ahead the Town Council was asked if it would consider the possible release of some of the money set aside.  The Partnership was looking for the release of £5000 from the Town Council, the Partnership allocating a further £2500 of funding and with SWRDA and the County Council also making contributions.  The County Council had looked at the site and its position to enable release of Forest of Dean District Council land behind it.

SWRDA had had the plan since November and more would be known in the next week.  If successful, building work would commence fairly quickly with the Centre completed by the end of 2005 or early 2006 at a cost of approximately £3,000,000.

Economics of the area

£25,000 of funding is likely to be given by the Learning Skills Council to set up a learning network.  It is hoped to set up three networks at Coalway, Berry Hill and Lydbrook with a co-ordinator.  Matched funding should allow courses to be free of cost. 

Work is progressing with the four towns working together on transport and tourism with the Local Strategic Partnership.  A Tourism seminar is to be held in the second week of February.

Tourism and Transport groups are working together on an on-off bus project.  The ticket will also include admittance to local attractions and be of benefit to both residents and visitors. 

Both the Transport and Environment Theme Groups are engaged in a lot of work and trying to make significant progress.  The Parishes are looking to find match funding.

Social and Environmental Groups

The Environment group is supporting the Town Council on the sewage problems in the area. Without an operable sewage system the area cannot continue to develop.  Carolyn Jackson, MEP, is to visit in February.

The Social group is working to upgrade social provision, for example, the use and extended use of the Primary Care Trust to bring more extended services, clinics etc. to the area. The Youth Centre has to find alternative rooms and, if a new Community Centre does not go ahead, may pull out entirely.  If the Community Centre project goes ahead then users will need alternative facilities whilst the new premises are built.

Coleford Churches Together are to move to the old Boys Club building in Coalway and this building may be able to be utilised for other groups during the building of the new Community Centre.

The Partnership itself is inviting more people to become involved, is asking people from the parishes to join in and is taking a display of its work around to increase involvement.  The Partnership’s stated aim is ‘to implement what is in the plan and allow collective bidding for money which, individually, would not be possible’. The plan is holistic and the partnership will action it.

Following the update Mrs Cox invited questions from members. 

A request was made that the brochures be written in ordinary language and without the use of confusing abbreviations.

Councillor C Elsmore asked how much funding was needed for the feasibility study and, if Coleford Town Council allocated monies, who else would fund the feasibility study. 

Mrs Cox advised that it would cost £50,000, which included a business plan.  The County Council was prepared to give £10,000, the Partnership itself and SWRDA would also contribute. The Partnership feel that the feasibility study (without the Business Plan) can be carried out for £25,000.

The Mayor, Councillor M. Lacey, asked Mrs Cox if an ‘in principle’ agreement was required immediately. On receiving an affirmative answer the following members:

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott

Councillors C Elsmore


        N
Penny

                    J Shaw

Declared interests and together with Mrs M Cox left the meeting at 6.55pm.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey continued the meeting with a motion that Coleford Town Council agree, in principal, to allocate £5000 of monies held in reserves to match funds to allow the Coleford Partnership to carry out a feasibility study for a new Community Enterprise Centre. 

Councillor P Kay proposed this, in principal with Councillor D Atherley seconding.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott

Councillors C Elsmore


        N
Penny

                    J Shaw

and Mrs M Cox returned to the meeting at 6.58pm.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey advised the meeting that members had agreed, in principle, to release £5000 from the Community Centre reserve fund and thanked Mrs Cox for attending.

In thanking the Mayor and members Mrs Cox stated that Coleford Town Council was a stalwart partner and advised that the Partnership will update the Council as soon as possible.

Mrs Cox left the meeting at 7pm.

The minutes of the last meetings of the Council held on 25th November and 16th December 2003 having been circulated, were taken as read and signed by the Mayor as correct with one following amendment: - 

Amendment to 25th November 2003 minutes: 

Cheque No. 2152 was not issued and has been cancelled.

Proposed: Mrs S Merrikin
Seconded: N W Penny


DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Deputy Mayor Mrs J Marrott and Councillor N Penny declared an interest in agenda item nos. 5.2 and 5.4 

Councillor C Lusty declared an interest in a letter received from Christian Aid.

MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES NOT SHOWN ON THE AGENDA

215(a)
CEMETERY COSTS

The District Council had verbally advised that the new bills would cover the first three-quarters but would not arrive before March.


SPECIAL AGENDA ITEMS

216.
NEWLAND STREET PUBLIC CONVENIENCES

Members had received copies of the breakdown of costs as supplied by the District Council in advance of the meeting.

Councillor C Elsmore requested that a sub-committee be set up to discuss the considerably increased revised costs of £4700.

Councillor C Lusty questioned how regularly the conveniences were cleaned.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin joined the meeting at 7.10pm.

Councillor M T Weston joined the meeting at 7.11pm.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey asked that checks be made with the District Council on how often the conveniences were cleaned as some days it appeared that they were only opened and not cleaned.

Councillor M Weston noted that he had been advised that on one day of the previous week they were not cleaned.

Councillor C Elsmore felt that Coleford needed two sets of conveniences but the cost was very high.

The Mayor Councillor M Lacey questioned whether the provision of the facility was a worthwhile use of ratepayers money.  Whilst members agreed the need for the provision, was it affordable and should the Council make the commitment to paying at this level for the next five years.

Councillor J Shaw suggested that a small group of councillors could negotiate with the District Council.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey proposed the setting up of Working Group to negotiate with the District Council on the Newland Street public conveniences.

This proposal was agreed by all Councillors present.

Councillors Mrs C Allaway-Martin, Mrs S Merrikin, J A Shaw and M T Weston volunteered to form the working group and meet with the Director responsible for an explanation of financial calculations and how the District Council can help the Town Council reduce them. 

217.
TOWN CENTRE LEAFLETS

Councillor N Penny advised that a leaflet for 2004 advertising town events and Forest of Dean Radio needed to be available by 18th March and advised that the budget of £1000 would be used to produce as many leaflets as possible.


Mayor, Councillor M Lacey thanked Councillor Penny for his good work.


Councillor J Shaw congratulated the producers of the leaflet.

218.
TOWN COUNCIL WEBSITE

Councillor N Penny stated that work was continuing.  He was happy to continue the work and would report with definite proposals to the next meeting.

Mayor, Councillor M Lacey asked if a web page of Town Events was possible.

Councillor N Penny stated that links would be made to the Events Site or the Coleford Guide site.

219.
FUNDING REQUEST FROM COLEFORD PARTNERSHIP

The Partnership requested the release of £400 held in the 2003/04 budget to put towards a promotional feature on Coleford in the 2004 edition of ‘Explore the Forest of Dean & Wye Valley’ tourism publication.

Councillor M Weston proposed the release which was unanimously accepted.

220.
ALLOWANCES FOR PARISH AND TOWN COUNCILLORS

The District Council had drawn up a travel and subsistence allowance scheme for Parish and Town Councillors which the Council could adopt from 1st January 2004. 

Following short discussion members all agreed to continue to use the existing agreed mileage rate.

221.
RISK ASSESSMENTS


An office premises risk assessment had been carried out.

The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey advised that he had carried out spot checks on financial matters earlier in the month.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott expressed concerns regarding the burial records which were still only paper records.  A database was being looked into and it was requested that this item be brought to the next meeting.

222.
PLANS

The minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 13th January having been previously circulated were accepted as a true record and recommendations agreed accordingly.

Proposed C P Kay 
Seconded C Lusty

Applicant


Proposals


Recommendations

DF3807/4/L (P0047/04/FUL)
Alterations and extension to
No objections.

17 Greenways Drive

dwelling.

Tufthorn

Coleford

Gloucestershire

DF4310/1/C (P0011/04/FUL)
Creation of pitched roof over 
No objections.

2 Forsdene Walk


existing flat roof section covering


Coalway



kitchen and garage.

Coleford

DF11330/A (P0069/04/OUT)
Outline application for the 
Concerns re vehicular access -

Garden of Hilltop


erection of a dormer

needs upgrading.

Tufthorn Road


bungalow.

Milkwall

Coleford


LORDS HILL DEVELOPMENT

Residents of Kingsmeade had forwarded photographs and copy letters regarding the ground works on the development and requested help in dealing with the works which appeared to them not to have been in the original planning application.

A site visit with Sean Hannaby, Head of Planning Services at the District Council was made and the District Council had subsequently written to the owner of the land advising that the works being carried out were far more extensive than originally envisaged and requesting that a planning application be submitted.

Concerns were raised over the possible blocking of the drainage ditch Councillor C P Kay requested the Clerk inform the Environment Agency.


CORRESPONDENCE 

223.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE PLAYING FIELD ASSOCIATION


A Community Play and Sport Conference will be held on 30th March 2004.  Councillors Mrs C Allaway-Martin and Mrs S Merrikin will attend. 

224.
DEFRA – NOTIFICATION RE EQUINE ISSUES


Various issues are detailed including Horse Passports.

225.
AONB – ‘IN TOUCH’


Copies of the latest issues were received.

226.
FAX COPY OF LETTER FROM CROSSWAYS AND SCOWLES ACTION GROUP TO GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL


Letter re additional hours and the relevant planning permission for operating times had been received.

227.
DEAN HALL SCHOOL


Letter of thanks to Mayor for donation from Mayors Allowance for school funds.

228.
FOREST OF DEAN DISTRICT COUNCIL – THE GEN


The latest issue of ‘The Gen’ issued by the Regeneration section is on file.

229.
WEST GLOUCESTERSHIRE NHS – COMMUNITY HOSPITALS STRATEGY


Copies of the presentations given at the meeting on 9th December last are on file.

230.
WYE VALLEY AONB


A seminar will be held on 21st February.  Councillor D Atherley will attend.

231.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE MARKET TOWNS FORUM


A Forum Network meeting will be held on 29th January at Oxtalls Campus, University of Gloucestershire.  Deputy Mayor Councillor Mrs J Marrott and the Clerk will attend.

232.
MRS J SCOTFORD – FENCE OLD STATION WAY


Mrs Scotford is still experiencing problems with the fence being damaged and Councillor Mrs S Merrikin will investigate together with PC Bob Lloyd of the Crime Prevention Unit.

233.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SURVEYOR’S DEPARTMENT 


Owen Jenkins, Divisional Operations Manager, had written to outline issues discussed and needing addressing following the recent meeting.

234.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – SURVEY DEPARTMENT


Letter advising against a salt bin in the Town Centre.

235.
C BATH – RENT REVIEW


Notification of rent increase in accordance with lease.  Rent for the building during the next 5-year period will be £12000 pa.

236.
LETTER FROM MRS B BALL – KINGSMEADE


A letter from Mrs Ball and a petition from the residents of Kingsmeade was received.  The letter had instigated the meeting with the District Council minuted under minute number 222.

237.
COPY LETTER FROM GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL – AREA TRAFFIC MANAGER TO MRS WHITE, HOLCOT ROAD, COALWAY


A consultants report has recommended a zebra crossing and traffic calming on Coalway Road and a bid for finance has been submitted.

238.
MRS H LUSTY – CHRISTIAN AID COMMITTEE


On behalf of the Committee Mrs Lusty requested permission to hold a stall by the Clock Tower on 15th May 2004.  Permission was granted.

239.
ALLAN POTTER – RE COUNCIL TAX


Mr Potter has written asking that any increase in Council Tax be kept to 2.8% in line with pension increases.

240.
ACTIVE MEDIA – DECEASED REGISTER


Information on how to reduce unsolicited mail in the names of deceased persons is held on file.

241
GLOUCESTERSHIRE CONSTABULARY – DAMAGE TO PLANTERS


Notification that an alleged offender had been identified.

242.
GLOUCESTERSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL SOCIAL SERVICES – ROYAL FOREST CENTRE


Mike Doughty, Senior Day Care Co-ordinator had written to advise that their group of clients were now able to accept further work.

243.
MRS M MILES AND FAMILY

The family of the late Roddy Miles had written to express thanks for the Guard of Honour at the funeral.

Councillor P Kay and District Councillor Mrs P Evans left the meeting at 8.25pm.

244.
MEMBERS REPORTS

Councillor J Shaw – reported attending, together with Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin, a meeting of GAPTC.  With new nominations the Committee will soon be complete.

It is hoped the Annual General Meeting will be held in the Forest of Dean and joint hosting is being explored.

Councillor Mrs C Allaway-Martin’s report on the West Gloucestershire Primary Care Trust Community Hospital Strategy meeting had been previously circulated.  The Mayor, Councillor M Lacey congratulated Councillor Mrs Allaway-Martin on a very impressive report.

Deputy Mayor, Councillor Mrs J Marrott reported on a meeting with Mr Doug Smith of County Highways also attended by Councillors Mrs S Merrikin and D Atherley.  A condition survey, in map form, of roads and footways in the area is now held on file.

Coombs Road has not been identified on the survey although work may be scheduled for the next financial year.

Regular bi-monthly meetings will take place.

Councillor M Weston – reported that a street light in Newland Street car park previously reported to the District Council was still not repaired and that the developer of the adjacent building site had blocked car parking spaces the previous week with building materials.

Councillor N Penny – reported that the spot lights on the Forest Enterprise offices were dazzling car drivers and requested that, in the interest of safety, the Town Council writes to request that the lights be angled away from the road.

Music Festival – following last year’s festival the major issue at the de-brief was the selling of alcohol from the shops and the consumption by underage persons.  Councillor Penny requested that the Town Council write to the Licensing Authorities regarding safety and enforcement issues.

Councillor C Lusty – reported that work at the KGV field by the Forest Road Centre clients was to expand.  A new group would be working and Halls Charity had given a grant for tools.  The Town Council was thanked for its support.

Councillor D Atherley’s written report of the Police and Community Consultative Meeting held on 21st January referred to facts and figures regarding vehicle sizes and movements.

A meeting to allow local people in Lydney to debate the future of their Police Station will be held before further proceeding with the plans to demolish and rebuild on the current site.

The Forest area now has four Police and Community Support Officers.

The key issues of public concern are regarding safety in the following five areas: cars, drugs, homes, roads and streets and Gloucestershire Constabulary has launched a programme to tackle these issues.

245.
ACCOUNTS

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55pm.

245.
ACCOUNTS

2179 A F Fowler & Co







  12.98

2180 British Gas








  74.41

2181 Merlin Waste







  48.30

2182 Skip-it








  50.00

2183 Central Plumbing and Installation





  75.00

2184 RBS Software Solutions






  52.88

2185 Dukes Travel Ltd 







180.00

2186 G E Capital Equipment Finance





260.00

2187 British Telecom







165.62

2188 Shane Ball Gardening Services





193.67

2189 V G Mitchell – Salary January




             1132.57

2190 C Wilkins – Salary January






771.54

2191 Gloucestershire County Council – Pension Fund



401.76

2192 Inland Revenue – Salaries December





238.31

2193 D Atherley – travelling expenses





    9.80

2194 University of Gloucestershire – V Mitchell – Training (Part)


500.00

2195 Gloucestershire Crime Panel – Donation




  75.00

2196 Pied Piper Appeal – Donation






  60.00

2197 Gloucestershire Fire & Rescue Service – Donation



150.00

2198 Forge Project – Donation






125.00

2199 Forest of Dean Victim Support – Donation




150.00

2200 Forest of Dean Children’s Opportunity Centre – Donation


150.00

2201 Forest of Dean Local History Society – Miners Roll of Honour – Donation

  60.00

2202 Forest of Dean Age Concern – Donation




125.00

2203 National Children’s Homes – Donation





  60.00

2204 Winston’s Wish – Donation






  60.00

2205 Forest of Dean Hospice – Donation





175.00

2206 Coleford Churches Together – Youthwize – Donation



250.00

2207 Bale Memorial Play Area – Grant





600.00

2208 Buchanan Recreation Ground – Grant





950.00

2209 Coalway Recreation Ground – Grant





750.00

2210 British Telecom







148.03

2211 Petty Cash








  50.00

High Interest Account

12/01/04 Gross Credit Interest






208.92

27/01/04 Norwich Union Monthly Income





  10.11

Current Account

06/01/04 Sundry Credit – CAB Rent Jan-Mar




950.00

15/01/04 Ernest Heal & Sons (Comley/Cox)





400.00

FINANCE

Councillor J Shaw requested that the financial accounts be sent to members with the agenda’s in future.


 

There being no other business, the Mayor closed the meeting at 8.55pm.
10
11

